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Z THREE MONTHS atid 
Lf, eae CT, LE 

EPL 

Z MOMMY'S BEING 
Z| PROTECTIVE NOW. 


BUT I REALLY CAW, | 
OF COURSE. THERE 
ARE THINGS I CAN 
DO NOW THAT MOMMY 
DOESN'T KNOW ABOUT. 


Se 


I W4YGE T'LL LET YOU We 
§ OVERPROTECTIVE, Mal Go OUT LATER, IF YOU } 
THERESE SAYS. PROMISE TO STAY 


IN THE FRONT 


SHE WON'T LET | 
US FLY OUT OF 
EYESIGHT. 


AGREE 
MERELY TO SUBMIT 
IMPORTANT DEC/S/ONS 
TO THE THREE OF US, 
WINTER, TAKING ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR EXPERIENCE AND 
WISE COUNSEL. 


Bill 
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YOU'RE YOUNG, | rn 
{ WHILE WE'VE SURVIVED 
THE AGES. YOU NEED 

R GUIDANCE. 


AND THE NORTH é 4 

WIND IS IN EVERY - YOU THINK i, 
ny IM YOUNG: 

Oia aq did =>": STILL? I WISH 


I INHABIT EACHN \ 


I DIRECT 
EVERY NORTHERN 
BREEZE, ANP COMMAND 
\. THE MIGHTY WORKS OF 
, INFINITE STORMS. 


am \: 


AGAINST 


I WON'T 
BE BAG/ED, 


O, 
AT THE SAME TIME I'M I THINK MAYBE SHE WANTS, Te GOT IT. GO 
SCOLDING THE THREE ALMOST MORE THAN ANY- PLAY WITH THE 
| WINDS, I'M ALSO HOME, THING, TO SINK INTO DESPAIR OTHERS. 
TRYING TO BE A GOOD AND DEPRESSION, BUT SHE 


GIRL, WHILE MOMMY WON'T LET HERSELF. 
TRIES SO HARD TO = = 


PROTECT US. 


CAN 
I HELP you 
WASH THE DISHES, 
MOMMY? 


— i Zz = | 
Sse ee 
| SHE REMAINS ‘ | I KNOW, BECAUSE 
STRONG FOR US. 
. , OH, BIGBY. a 


I CHECKED. 
HELP ME OUT . 4 


GIVE A Ve 
GIRL A SIGN 

THAT YOU'RE 
STILL OUT 


ND NO ONE IN ALL | 
| THE MANY WORLDS | 
IS STRONGER THAN | 


MINDING MOMMY, AND I'M AT 
MY CASTLE, CLEANING OUT 

VISITORS WHO'VE OVERSTAYED 
THEIR WELCOME, I'M ALSO 
IN KARTH, PLANNING A STORM. 


== 
AND I'M IN TOYLAND, LOOKING OVE 
THE PLACE WHERE THERESE SPENT 
SO MANY YEARS AWAY FROM US. 


WHEN WILL 
THE QUEEN BE 
COMING BACK, DO 

Y'THINK2 , 


IZ 


< 


OTA a PP 
* AND I'M JUST OVER THE HILLS, a 
WATCHING AUNT ROSE BUILD HER " 
NEW ORDER OF KNIGHTS. 


=i f 
WE'RE NOT ALLOWED TO VISIT AUNT ROSE 
6= ANYMORE, BUT I CAN'T NOT BE THERE, 
OR ALL WINDS WOULD DIE AROUND HER 
AND HER LANDS. 
K) = 


WINNER. AGAINST A 
KILLER LIKE 


EVEN 
BO. 


FINE. LET'S 
GET OUT OF THE 
WEATHER AND FIND 
WHEREVER IT IS I'VE 
LEFT MY WALLET 
\ TODAY. GET YOU 
YOUR DOLLAR. 


‘TIS A 
FAIR MAN 
OR WOMAN 
WHO PAYS HER 
GAMBLING 
DEBTS IM- 
MEDIATELY. 


I CAN SEE SOMETHING T 

DON'T THINK EVEN ALINT 

ROSE REALIZES. SHE'S 
5) GATHERING HER POWER. 


—— 3 r 
— A SPRAWL OF 
ADPITIONAL KEEPS AND 
4. CASTLES HUDDLING AROUND 
: THIS ONE. 


a 
IT'S NOT CHEATING IF I STAY 
INVISIBLE AND DON'T ACTUALLY 
TALK TO HER, RIGHT? 


YOU'VE DONE A 
MAGNIFICENT JOB WITH 
THE NEW CASTLE, WEYLAND. 
I COULDN'T ASK FOR 
MORE. 


EXCEPT 


$/X KNIGHTS 
TO KICK OFF OUR NEW 
ORDER, AND THEY CAN 


x 
ee EASILY BE HOUSED 
HERE, IN THE MAIN 


PALACE. 


I THINK MAYBE, WITHOUT KNOWING 
IT, SHE SENT OUT NOT ONLY A CALL 
FOR CHAMPIONS OF FLESH AND BONE, 
BUT A SUMMONING OF GREAT 
FORCES TO FLOW HER WAY. 


AND MORE 
WILL COME IN A 
SHORT TIME. WE'RE 
GOING TO EXPAND 

PIDLY. 


I ENVISION 
A HUNDRED KNIGHTS \ @ 
IN MY NEW ORDER. THEN )de 
THOUSANDS. _<aS) 
> 


IT, 


TO HER. 


f] TO PLEDGE / EXCELLENT 
THEMSELVES | woRK! YOU DID 
YOURSELVES 
PROUD! 


MAGIC ISN'T REALLY 
ALIVE. NOT EXACTLY. 
BUT IT YEARNS. 


BUT HOLD 
SOIM 
SENDING YOU READY! 
HOME, FOR 
NOW. 


ea i EE 
\) BUT, LIKE KIDS WHO LONG TO BE MIGHTY | 
HEROES SOMEDAY, SOME MAGIC WANTS 
TO SERVE A GREAT PURPOSE. 


OKAY, THAT'S 


IMPRESSIVE. 


NaN 


(aaa LS ; 
Re YY, 
SS SHE'S STARTING SOMETHING THAT SHE 
MAY NOT BE ABLE TO CONTROL. 


EE. 


SO SS RE 


S 
BS) IF THIS CAMELOT FALLS, LIKE THE | ee 
= OTHER, MORE THAN A S/NGLE 

| KINGDOM WILL SUFFER. 


I THINK 
I SHOULD TAKE 
A CLOSER LOOK 
AT YOU, ROSE 


NOW YOu 
DO ITINTENTIONALLY, 
WITHOUT DISCERNIBLE 


AT THAT SAME MOMENT 
I'M ALSO AT THE NORTH 
POLE--THE REAL ONE 
WHERE SANTA CLAUS 
LIVES, NOT THE NEARLY 
LIFELESS COPY IN THE 
MUNDY WORLD. 


WELCOME 
BACK, WINTER. 


DID YOU 
HAVE MORE 
QUESTIONS? 


I'M TALKING TO FATHER 
CHRISTMAS OF COURSE. 
WHAT ELSE WOULD 
ONE DO THERE? 


SOME, 
MAYBE, BUT tp 
MOSTLY I CAME 
TO REESTABLISH 
OLD BOUNDARIES, 
NOW THAT Z’VE 
TAKEN OVER 
THE FAMILY 
BUSINESS. 4 


AND \ 
TO REMIND YOU, N@ 
SANTA, THAT YOU'RE 
A SUBSET OF ME, 
ALBEIT te as A 


OF COURSE. 
THAT WAS NEVER 


A POINT OF CON- 
FUSION. 


I DON'T MIND yOu 
BEING AN AVATAR OF HOPE, 
ALONG WITH THE OTHER 
OUTSIDE DUTIES YOU 

TAKE O 4 


LIKE SO 
MANY OTHERS, I 
AM A CREATURE OF 

THE NORTH. 


BUTNEVER ™~ 
FORGET, YOU'RE 
FIRST AND LAST MY 
VASSAL, AS YOU ALWAYS 
HAVE BEEN TO THE 
NORTH WIND. 


<I THAT'S A HUGE y 
I WANT YOU AS OF THIS EXPANSION! BUT STILL, 
TO EXPAND YOUR W year, CHRISTMAS \ PARADOXICALLY, 
PRIMARY DUTIES. WiLL COME TOANY )> ONLY ONE TRIP YOU 
DUPLICATE YOURSELF & WORLD WHERE I HAVE TO MAKE. AN 
MORE TIMES. RESIDE. INFINITE NUMBER OF 
ss SANTAS SLIDING 
DOWN AN INFINITE 
NUMBER OF 
CHIMNEYS., 


I LEARNED 
THE CONCEPT FROM 
P7 YOU, AND DO IT EFFORT- MOMMY READ IT TO US ALL 
|| LESSLY NOW. SHOULDN'T THE TIME. 
BE 7OO HARD. AFTER r 
ALL, YOU ONLY HAVE 
: TO DO IT ONCE 
A YEAR. 


} ( COURSE, 
Oo A BUT. 4 


t/ FROM NOW ON, IF / SCANT REWARD FOR ; 
ME THINK I © THERE'S WINTER IN THE LIVING UNDER THE NORTH'S LLL 
SHOULDN'T LAND--ANY OF MY LANDS-- HARSH BURDENS, BUT IT'S INSTITUTE 
ALLOW THERE WILL ALSO BE A START. OTHER 
CHRISTMAS. ae 


I KEPT OUT OF THE FABLE- 

TOWN CASTLE GROUNDS, 

FOR THE MOST PART. MY 
WINDS TEND TO CHILL 


| BESIDES, IT'S HARD To SEE | 
WAT | DADDY DEAD AND TURNED | 
| WHY BO THAT TO THE INTO BROKEN GLASS. | 
ee OP OKE ASS 


FRIENDS AND ALLIES OF x 
BODY AND SOUL. | 


DARKNESS 

: (1S My TRUE LOVE'S 
GRINDING OU: 
AWAY GLASSY 


DUST. 


LATER THE TERRIBLE | 
MISTAKE I'D MADE BY NOT 


WY CONTURING 
MONSTROUS 
\ DREAD, 


CALLING 
BACK THE WILD 


CLOSING 
ON — FATEFUL 


MONTHS OF 
SPELLCRAFT 
AND DELICATE 
SHAPING. 


LET'S SEE 
IF YOU'RE WORTH 


GO BACK HOME 
NOW, DUST TO DUST. I'M 
DONE WITH You. 


FILL THE 
FLY Y MISSING HOLLOW, YY 
TRUE., AND LEAVE NO FJ 
TRACE. 
‘J 


1 WHEN MOMMY TUCKED ME SLEEPY INTO ALITTLE 
BED THAT NIGHT, SHE'D NO IDEA I WAS jie GIRL IN ASPECT, THEN, AT 
ALKING TO THE SVOW QUEEN. AND SOMETIMES OTHER TIMES 
. . 3 YOU DO TALK LIKE, you TALK LIKE ONE 


ALSO Ti 
WN ENG < : A CHILD. 
A SS sy WHATAN “G 
. ODP THING 5 


YOU ARE. 


| I'M STILL 
NOT QUITE SURE Yee 
ale YOU'RE 


i / BECAUSE NES 
/\ sie / YOU'RE ONE OF THE Wa 
< MORE POWERFUL 
Fy 


WHICH ISN 
THE TRUE YOU, 


FORCES AT MY 
CALL. 
C | 
MORE TO 
THE POINT, YOU'RE 
WIDELY KNOWN To 
BE DEADLY, WHICH 


MIGHT BE MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN 


THE RAW FACT 
. OF IT. 
X wy 
A) a 


I'M RECRUITING 
UNPERLINGS OF MINE WHO 
ARE KILLERS. 


REAL GUN- 
SLINGERS. 


BIG FIGHT IS COMIN 


OUR SIDE. 


maw 


S 


Y THROUGH 

¥ STRENGTH. IT'S 

A THE ONLY KIND THAT 
» worKs. 


aes | 
6G YOU'RE 


I'M GOING 
TO MAKE ALOT OF 
THOSE LIKE YOU JOIN 
OUR SIDE, UNTIL AUNT 
ROSE WOULDN'T EVEN 
DARE TRY ANY- 


WP autreaceis Ww 
7 ALWAYS TEMPORARY. * 


7 sure. 
TEMPORARY. ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE OF } 


US WHO LIVE BEYOND 
THE AGES. 


ARE THE 
DAYS OF ROSE 
RED, WHERE WE 
SHALL REACH 


HAIL 
ROSE RED, THE 


YOU'VE WAITED AND WONDERED LONG 
ENOUGH. SIX KN/GHTS WILL TAKE 
THEIR PLACE HERE IN NEW CAMELOT, 

ANP BEGIN OUR WORK IN THE ORDER 

OF THE RED ROSE. 


DY S12 WELLSTUFFED, 
5/2 BRUMP, OF OF TOYLAND AND OF DS 
CANNONDPALE, EASTERMOUSE a 
AND OTHER FAR PLACES. 


H 
ty / i veaiiv? THEN... 

UH... DLL TRY TO 
REPRESENT THERESE |e 
AND TOYLAND WELL, 

AND NOT LET 
You DOWN. 


— bw q 
” 61R WH DIDN'T THINK I KNEW | __/ LADY 80 PEEP, 
LANCELOT YOU UNDER ALL THAT CRAG p— OF HESSE AND THE 
DULAC. LANCE? I DID, FROM YOUR BLACK FOREST. 
FIRST BATTLE HERE. SO, YOU 
CAN GET RID OF THE HOBO 
DISGUISE AND CLEAN 
YOURSELF UP. 


UHM... 
CONGRATU- 
LATIONS, 


- mM HONORED 
TO SERVE YOU AND 
THIS MOST PUISSANT 

‘eiliiad ORDER. | 


” YOU ARE THE FIRST SIX. 
= WE'LL DISCUSS LATER WHO IS 
a EL/IG/BLE FOR YOU TO TAKE INTO 
FT, SERVICE AS SQUIRES, BUT 
FIRST, I'D ASK A FAVOR 
OF YOU. y 


4 UIREZ ME, A LOWLY 
: = SQUIRE? 


% > 
VE 
M/E i 
it )) \ : De See 


y\\ 


I KNOW HE'S A DISREPUTABLE SACK 
OF WHATEVER'S WORSE THAN DUNG, BLIT 
D\ HE'S SOMETHING OF A PERSONAL 
~ PROJECT OF MINE. 


CEILS: 


A REDEMPTION 
THING, IF YOU'RE WILLING 
TO HELP ME OUT. YOU'D BE 
ALLOWED TO BEAT HIM. 


YES, A LOWLY SQUIRE, OR A 
PRINCE OF THE DEEP DITCH. 
TAKE YOUR PICK. 


THINK IT OVER, OKAY? THAT'S \ 
IT FOR NOW. WEYLAND WILL FI 
HELP YOU LOCATE YOUR 

QUARTERS IN THE CASTL 4 

DINNER IS HERE, AT 
> EIGHT. i 
OH, AND a 

LANCE? I'M 


BATHE, 
SHAVE AND 
THEN BATHE 


"TAKE IT 
YOUR FIRST 


SMELL YOU FROM 


(ia 


I MOSTLY STAYED 
AWAY FROM FABLE- 
TOWN BECAUSE My 
WINDS ARE CHILLY 
AND DISHEARTENING. 


I'm 
SERIOUS. 
I JUST SAW 

IT OUT IN THE 


THERE'S A 
Wf SMALL RING-SHAPED 
CUT IN THAT PIECE, 
LIKE ASCAR,ORA .” 
DECORATION. 


AND SEE FOR 
YOURSELF. 


SHOULD 
WE TELL MISS f LUCK WAKING 
HER. SHE'S DRUNK 
AND SEEMS DETER- 
MINED TO STAY 
THAT WAY. 


SINCE THEY WERE FRIENDS OF 
MOMMY AND DADDY, I THOUGHT 
IT BEST TO LEAVE THEM ALONE. 


THE 
MISSING PIECE 
IN BIGBY'S SIDE 

GOT FILLED IN, ALL 
BY ITSELF, BUT 
THERE'S AN EVEN 
\ ODPER THING 


,, ABOUT IT. < & 


IF ONLY I'D BEEN THERE, 
| ANP LOOKED IN ON MY 
DADDY MORE OFTEN. Fo ff 8 oY 
b jy mr so = i i | MAYBE THEN I COULD HAVE | 
| OR IF ONLY I'D THOUGHT To SET Some | |J| DONE SOMETHING THE Day 
| OF MY OWN MINIONS AROUND HIM, ee) ea ee 
GUARDING HIM. AND NOT CARED HOW LI! _ ENTIRELY. 


| THEY MIGHT CHILL THE RESIDENT FABLES. ary “ol = a i 


r ; | MAYBE THEN I COULD 
HAVE STOPPED THE 
a_i EL 4 EZ2 THAT FOLLOWED. 
oe 
A ele 
a oe 
=o 
f pace Z 


EVERY 
HOW2 TRACE OF GLASS, 
THE SPELLS DOWN TO THE SMALLEST 
SURROUNDING PARTICLE. I SENSE NOT 
THAT CAGE AN ATOM OF BIGBY 


WERE-- LEFT. 


EPIIO G hae pada em 


YES, T'LL MAINTAIN © 
QUARTERS IN THE NEW CASTLE, peels 
BUT ALSO IN THE FARM'S MAIN a 
HOUSE. I'M NOT GIVING UP MY BY te C2 
OLD RESPONSIBILITIES TO s 
SERVE THE NEW ONES. 


